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GOAL Warning to Those Seeking License Renewals    

No emergency firearm license extensions have been put in place by the Baker Administration! 

Some local licensing authorities are telling them the state has placed an emergency extension on 

all firearm licenses. This is simply NOT the case. This false information may put licensed gun 

owners at risk. 

When the COVID-19 emergency first started, GOAL tried to work with the state to obtain such an 

emergency order. We even worked with supportive police chiefs. We were eventually denied by 

the Baker Administration. There are some protections in place that were passed in 2014 with 

GOAL’s efforts. These protections can ONLY be obtained if the current laws are followed. 

Further warning: If the license holder was not able to apply prior to expiration and they have not 

become a prohibited person, criminal penalties do not apply for the first 90 days after expiration. 

However, fines of up to $5,000 can be enforced. 

For a License to Carry (LTC) 

If you submit your application PRIOR to the expiration date on your LTC and receive a receipt 

your LTC is valid for al lawful purposes until the application is acted upon. 

Chapter 140, Section 131(e) The licensing authority shall provide to the applicant a receipt 

indicating that it received the application. The receipt shall be provided to the applicant within 7 

days by mail if the application was received by mail or immediately if the application was made 

in person; 

Chapter 140, Section 131(i) “if the licensee applied for renewal prior to the end of that period, 

the license shall remain valid after its expiration date for all lawful purposes until the application 

for renewal is approved or denied.” 

Chapter 140, Section 131(i) “For the purposes of section 10 of chapter 269, an expired license to 

carry firearms shall be deemed to be valid for a period not to exceed 90 days beyond the stated 

date of expiration, unless such license to carry firearms has been revoked.” 

For a Firearms Identification Card (FID) 



If you submit your application PRIOR TO the expiration date on your FID and receive a receipt 

your FID is valid for al lawful purposes until the application is acted upon. 

Chapter 140, Section 129B(2) “The licensing authority shall provide to the applicant a receipt 

indicating that it received the applicant's application. The receipt shall be provided to the 

applicant within 7 days by mail if the application was received by mail or immediately if the 

application was made in person;” 

Chapter 140, Section 129B(9) “if the cardholder applied for renewal prior to the end of such 

period, the card shall remain valid after the expiration date on the card for all lawful purposes, 

until the application for renewal is approved or denied.” 

Chapter 140, Section 129B(12) “Notwithstanding the provisions of section 10 of chapter 269, any 

person in possession of a non-large capacity rifle or shotgun whose firearm identification card 

issued under this section is invalid for the sole reason that it has expired, not including licenses 

that remain valid under paragraph (9) because the licensee applied for renewal before the license 

expired, but who shall not be disqualified from renewal upon application therefor under this 

section, shall be subject to a civil fine of not less than $100 nor more than $5,000 and the 

provisions of said section 10 of said chapter 269 shall not apply;” 

 

Mass. Gun Shops Sue Governor, Sportsmen’s Caucus Urges Reconsideration 

Massachusetts guns shops are taking on Republican Gov. Charlie Baker’s order to shutter stores, 
just hours after he permitted them to be open. While nearby states accepted the federal 
guidelines deeming gun stores “essential,” Gov. Baker now faces a lawsuit from gun stores. The 
bicameral co-chairs of the Massachusetts Legislative Sportsmen’s Caucus urged Gov. Baker in a 
letter to reconsider his decision to keep the businesses closed, denying those in Massachusetts 
the constitutionally-protected right to purchase guns and ammunition. Ironically, the legal 
challenge comes weeks ahead of the 245th anniversary of the Battles of Lexington and Concord, 
ignited by colonial militias taking up arms against British soldiers who were marching to 
confiscate them. CASE 1:20-cv-10701 Document 1 https://www.saf.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/04/8746853-0-1397.pdf  
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NSSF Files Amicus Brief in Mass. Gun Store Case 

https://www.nssf.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/ExhibitA-ProposedNSSFAmicusBrief.pdf 

NSSF filed an amicus brief in support of the plaintiff’s motion seeking a temporary restraining 
order and preliminary injunction in the McCarthy v Baker case, where gun store owner Michael 
McCarthy is challenging Massachusetts Gov. Charlie Baker’s order to close firearm retailers as a 
violation of the Second Amendment, arguing the stores are essential to “law enforcement,public 
safety, and other first responders,” as prescribed by the governor’s order and are essential for 
the right of citizens for self-defense. The brief adds that the “forced closure of firearm retailers is 
wholly unrelated to Massachusetts’ ability to timely and effectively respond to the COVID-19 
emergency. Firearm retailers do not use medical supplies or hospital space” and aren’t incapable 
of practicing prescribed CDC social distancing guidance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay Safe While Bunkered Down 

https://www.nssf.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/ExhibitA-ProposedNSSFAmicusBrief.pdf


MGL Chapter 140 section 131 L  requires that all firearms, rifles and shotguns must be stored in 

a locked container or equipped with a tamper-proof lock or device that makes them inoperable. 

During this time of bunkering down due to the pandemic, it's a good idea to check your firearm 

storage. If you have children of any age, you want to make sure their at-home activity does not 

include finding an unsecured firearm. Since we are a highly responsible group- here are two 

videos on safety and storage/staging  for your home viewing and three videos on what to do if 

you find a gun for your younger family members' viewing. 

NSSF gun safety storage   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pj-PTSrXosc 

USCCA safe storage and staging of firearms  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSIYXWvkAo8 

 

McGruff finding a gun at home https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LGli6hGX4Pc&feature=youtu.be   

McGruff  don't bring a gun to school

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=np2cZ5hHwc8&feature=youtu.be 

 

Eddie Eagle gun safety finding a gun in a backpack at a playground/basketball court 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ho36vonT3Rw 
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